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Hello and a huge welcome to our summer edition 

of Linda’s Derby.

We can’t believe that summer is near, all of our 

townhouses for 2019 have been built and nearly 

all our townhouse residents have moved in. 

As our beautiful village grows, there is a real 

feeling of community and camaraderie 

amongst both residents and staff. 

The village’s social calendar has been full. We 

had Vicki Lee performing a musical tribute to 

Dame Vera Lynn. Also, Annah Stretton updated 

us on her RAW (Reclaim Another Woman) charity 

and the work that she has been doing.

At the end of this month we will have our first 

apartment residents move in. These spacious 

two and three-bedroom apartments are located 

by the Waikato River and Featherstone Park.

A note from David and Sharon…
We are sure that many sunny days will be spent 

by those enjoying the view. Our independent 

apartment showhome will be open to view early 

next month. It will be great to showcase all that 

these apartments have to offer! Give us a call if 

you would like to make a time to view.

Kind regards,

David de Veth & Sharon Tainui
Sales Advisors
Ph: 07 853 3382

Independent apartments selling now! 
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We were inspired to hear Annah Stretton talk about 

her RAW (Reclaim Another Woman) charity and 

see some of our village residents set the fashion 

catwalk alight.

What a show it was! Annah talked about how the 

women in her charity have suffered through drugs, 

abuse and violence, but how their lives were then 

turned around.

It was wonderful to watch a group of residents 

model some of Annah’s stunning designs, and 

show some pizzazz and style on the runway. 

They were entertaining, full of confidence and 

walked with their heads held high. What a great 

event. Annah is also the creative mind behind 

Ryman’s colourful uniforms.

Pictured: Annah Stretton with her book Raw Truth.

Inset: Resident Jenny Ramsay was pleased to 

model an outfit designed by Annah.

The Raw Truth

Village news
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The end of October will herald yet another exciting 

milestone for Linda Jones Retirement Village as 

the first independent apartment residents get 

ready to move in.

They will join the 50 or so townhouse residents who 

have already made Linda Jones village their home 

and will add to the Flagstaff village’s growing family.

Project Manager Gary Cox said the run up to the 

big move-in day involved lots of hard work both 

inside and outside the building.

“The winter weather really hasn’t been conducive 

to building but we always look for ways to get 

around that,” he said.

“We put a plastic wrapping around the edges of 

the building to allow the guys to lay bricks and 

tiles in the rain.”

Meanwhile, work is well under way for the next 

three apartment buildings situated nearby.

These buildings, which will be two and three level 

blocks, were at various stages of construction with 

building five (alongside the river) looking to be the 

first to be finished.

The jewel in the crown is the village centre, right in 

the heart of the site, which will house the lounge, 

dining area, and reception as well as amenities 

such as the swimming pool, gym and café.

Gary said it had been great to watch the 

changes made with this building, which will 

be the focal point for the village residents.

“The progress for this building has gone really 

well for what is quite a complicated build.

“When you consider that it includes a 

resthome, hospital, specially designed 

dementia care centre, serviced and some 

independent apartments, plus kitchen and 

laundry areas to service all those, there are 

a lot of factors involved,” he said.

At the beginning of September the team 

was preparing to complete the final two levels 

of the building.

Not surprisingly, the number of workers 

on site had grown to around 370 people.

Gary said the benefits of the site having its 

own café – dubbed DinerBolt – were 

becoming evident now.

“Being able to feed everyone here on site 

has paid dividends with the time saved.”

Rolling by the river

“The progress for this building 
has gone really well for what is 

quite a complicated build.”
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To get the most out of life in a retirement village you 

need the right attitude, say John and Dee Davies, 

who have just moved into the village.

“We have always embraced the concept of 

retirement living so we always knew we’d move 

into a village,” says Dee.

When they heard that Ryman had bought the land 

on River Road they went and checked out Possum 

Bourne Retirement Village, Ryman’s village in 

Pukekohe, to get a better idea of what was on offer.

“We were living just 1km away so we knew the area 

and we like it. My daughter is married to a farmer 

on River Road so it was perfect really,” Dee says.

The couple, who married 25 years ago after 

meeting as neighbours in Auckland, moved to 

Hamilton in 2004, leaving behind John’s 

busy corporate life working in the 

pharmaceutical industry.

They are very fond of the area and say it’s the 

perfect spot to access tramping and cycling 

routes, which is their big passion.

“We tramp and cycle a lot. We usually go by coach 

and travel for an hour or so and sometimes we go 

away for three or four days,” says Dee, who has a 

new burst of enthusiasm for it since purchasing an 

electric bike.

   It really struck me then, that 

in that short time there’s 

that sense of community.

“I think being active keeps you going and interested 

in things,” she adds.

The couple considers their latest move another 

great adventure.

“Once the village centre is completed there will 

be all the facilities in there,” says Dee, who is 

looking forward to giving bowls a go and using 

the swimming pool.

John says it was just a matter of days before he 

realised a lovely community was forming already.

“I knew that the wife of one of our neighbours had 

been in hospital and I thought I would go over and 

check to see how she was doing.

“And as I went over two other neighbours had 

exactly the same idea and the four of us ended 

up talking out on the street. It really struck me 

then, that in that short time there’s that sense of 

community,” says John.

Both in their mid-70s, the couple were keen to 

move in while they were still fit and active.

“It’s better to come in younger when you’re fully 

fit and then you can get to know people and enjoy 

the whole exercise,” says John.

“The concept is so good, being in a social 

environment is better for you.”

Meet John 
and Dee

Independent
residents profile
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Having previously worked for Ryman’s other 

Hamilton village, Hilda Ross, Ann-Maree Vincent 

jumped at the chance when she saw an ad for the 

activities coordinator position at Linda Jones.

“It appealed to me because I used to be the 

Triple A instructor at Hilda Ross, so I knew a 

bit about the role from working there,” 

says Ann-Maree.

“I’ve been teaching exercise to seniors in the 

community at retirement villages, community halls 

and clubs for the Asthma Society and Dementia 

Waikato ever since my girls were born.

“I love doing it because I’m working with people 

who are always so passionate about life and are 

keen to keep living a great life.”

Ann-Maree says she has enjoyed getting to know 

everyone at Linda Jones as the village gradually 

fills up with new residents.

As well as running the regular exercise classes, 

she has established a walking group, organises a 

weekly Happy Hour and there is a small but very 

competitive Rummikub club!

“We’ve been learning how to play the game 

together and we are all quite competitive!” 

she laughs. “I’m looking forward to getting some 

new players and making them challenge us a 

little bit more.”

As the village numbers are still quite small, there 

has been plenty of opportunity to get to hear 

people’s life stories.

“That’s what I enjoy the most, the stories that the 

residents tell. Their life histories are so interesting 

and the challenges that they’ve had to face.”

Originally from Sydney Australia, Ann-Maree has 

lived in Hamilton for 18 years and is based in Forest 

Lake, on the western side of the Waikato River.

After leaving school she worked in banking and 

then, looking for a bit of adventure, she ended up in 

Alice Springs working as a cashier at the casino, an 

experience which has given Ann-Maree plenty of 

her own interesting stories to tell!

“It was just after Priscilla Queen of the Desert came 

out which was made in Alice Springs so it was a big 

party town with lots of different people!”

These days, she’s more likely to be found ferrying 

the girls to football matches or tending to her two 

pooches when she’s not at the gym.

“I really love the RPM class at Les Mills, that’s my 

biggest thing. I used to do the lunchtime training 

session two or three times a week. 

“I go to the gym as much as I can so I can definitely 

say I practice what I preach!” 

Introducing 
Ann-Maree

   That’s what I enjoy the 

most, the stories that 

the residents tell.

Staff  profile
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Spirit of adventure

A spirit of adventure has developed at the village. 

Newly formed groups have set out on walking tours 

and joined in crafts and activities.

A regular walking group often explores pathways 

and byways around the river. The members have 

enjoyed views of the mighty Waikato, and often 

take time out to look back across the water to the 

village construction site. 

Inside the village the jigsaw table has been regularly 

set ready for a challenge. Onlookers have watched 

on as residents race to finish the puzzle before the 

regular Happy Hour starts. 

The village has also organised a Men’s Club. 

Their first project was putting together a furniture 

flat pack!

Other residents started a ‘make & bake’ session. 

Their first challenge was a crock-pot soup with 

the addition of fresh bread and scones from the 

breadmaker. 

Pictured: Residents Dennis Shaw, Glenys Pearce, 

Jenny Ramsay and Keith Ramsay enjoy their walk.

David de Veth & Sharon Tainui
Sales Advisors
Ph: 07 853 3382

Talk to David or Sharon about 

independent apartments, 

townhouses or serviced apartments.

Village newsVillage newsVillage news

1775 River Road, Flagstaff , Hamilton 

lindajonesvillage.co.nz
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