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Hello and welcome to the summer edition of 

Rita’s Reflection.

It has been wonderful celebrating two extra special 

birthdays recently, with Len Frontin-Rollet turning 

100 and Margaret Barns turning 104. 

Margaret, our oldest resident, cut the ribbon 

and officially welcomed us all in to celebrate the 

opening of the refurbished atrium.

The contractors did a fantastic job keeping the 

disruption to a minimum.

Amongst the birthdays and fantastic atrium 

unveiling, we have had lots of other engaging 

events, with the highlights for me being our Maori 

Language Week concert, our Father’s Day virtual 

train trip, the bus trip to Greytown and lunch at 

Rimutaka Prison.

Now I have been at Rita Angus for a few months, 

the special community feel here has become very 

apparent. It is heart-warming to see the way that 

everyone looks out for each other.

As always, please do not hesitate to stop by the 

village for a chat, it is these moments that make 

this role so special.

Kind regards,

Greetings from Rob...

I do hope this newsletter finds you well and like 

me you are enjoying the longer days and warmer 

temperatures! The gardens and lush lawns at 

Rita Angus are looking amazing.

We recently enjoyed hosting Rebecca Nelson. 

She has a beautiful personality to match her 

voice and always makes time to chat.

There is a fabulous refurbished one-bedroom 

serviced apartment available. It is close to the 

lounge, so you can come along and enjoy the 

array of activities on offer.

Feel free to pop in to find out more about the 

lifestyle options available. My door is always open.

A note from Lynda...

Rob Prior
Village Manager
Ph: 04 387 7626

Lynda Dean
Sales Advisor
Ph: 04 387 7625

Serviced apartment available now!
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Village residents took an avid interest in the recent 

refurbishment of the village atrium and garden.

Rob Mitchell, a retired architect living at Rita Angus, 

was just one of those watching the progress from 

day one.

“At one time I would have been down there,” said 

Rob, talking about the design work. 

There were a merry band of residents offering 

advice and keeping an eye on the works from 

the mezzanine above during much of the rebuild 

process. You can be sure it’s all up to standard! 

The appreciation was there in spades when the 

day arrived for residents to once again enjoy their 

gorgeous atrium and indoor garden.

Village Manager Rob Prior spoke to the residents, 

as Margaret Barns, now aged 104 and the oldest 

resident of the village, cut the ribbon.

Pictured: Residents are offered delicious nibbles.
Inset: Refreshments are served in the new atrium.
Cover: Margaret Barns cuts the red ribbon.

An atrium fi t for activity

Village news
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News from serviced 
apartment residents

This year for Fathers’ Day, our 

serviced apartment residents 

and staff sought out some family 

photos for a village photo wall.

As the days went by, more 

residents and staff took up 

the search, sparking plenty 

of conversations! 

In the end we found photos of 

fathers and grandfathers with 

new babies, brides and grooms 

on their wedding day and 

plenty more.

Some photos showed our 

men’s war service while 

others recorded special 

family moments.

Inset: Residents sit back 
to reflect on what Father’s 
Day means to them.

Father’s Day photos

Len Frontin-Rollet, who lives independently at 

Rita Angus, recently celebrated his 100th birthday, 

enjoying cake and bubbles in the village as well as a 

family get-together.

Lots of people ask Len where he got his surname 

from. His French grandfather Francois jumped 

Len’s passion for the sea and 

outdoors was shared 

with his boys. 

ship in New Zealand and went to the southern 

goldfields. He then bought property on the Sherry 

River, near Nelson, where he farmed and grew hops 

for the British market. 

Len was born in Wellington and grew up in 

Berhampore, which was quite rural in those days. 

He was the middle child of three and has very 

happy memories of his childhood. 

He studied engineering at Wellington Technical 

College for three years, then at 16 he was accepted 

for a job at the post office.

At 21 Len went to war for nearly four years as a 2nd 

lieutenant serving in North Africa and Italy. On his 

return, he went back to work at the NZ Post Office, 

helping oversee big changes in technology and 

staying with the job for 46 years.

With leftover plywood from a post office equipment 

delivery, he built a bach on the south coast at Red 

Rocks. His passion for the sea and outdoors was 

shared with his boys. Len took them fishing in his 

boat, catching butterfish and blue cod, while his 

wife Hazel enjoyed her bowls. 

In 2002 Len and Hazel took up residence at 

Rita Angus. Len still lives in the same apartment 

overlooking the bowling green which Hazel loved 

so much.

Meet 
Len

Independent
resident profile
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Hi, I’m Allan Brown. I’ve been 

the gardener at Rita Angus 

for 15 years and at Ryman 

for 20 years.

During this time, I have 

enjoyed planning the seasonal 

flowerbeds and carrying out 

gardening works.

I enjoy the interaction I have with 

both residents and staff during 

my workdays and helping out 

with special functions here at the 

village, including the annual ball.

I’ve been married to Liz for 

thirty-five years and we 

have three adult children, 

but no grandchildren yet (no 

pressure kids!).

We live in Owhiro Bay, which 

is about a 15-minute drive from 

the village.

In my spare time I enjoy 

reading, walking and travelling. 

I’m involved in church life and 

community gardens, when 

time allows.

In recent years, I have enjoyed 

cooking and matching wine, and 

the odd craft beer. Life’s good.

Introducing 
Allan

I enjoy the interaction I 

have with both residents and 

staff during my workdays.

Staff  profile

Men from all parts of the village had a wonderful 

afternoon catch up as part of a Men’s Club 

gathering. The residents gathered to enjoy some 

sparkling conversations, based on their Wellington 

memories and more recent experiences, while 

sharing drinks and nibbles.

Above: Jack Trembath and Ted Sheehan catch up.

Village residents loved the performances by 

talented kapa haka groups that visited as part of 

Maori Language Week. Fun, music and laughter 

were experienced by the school students and 

residents alike. The week reminded everyone of 

the importance of Maori culture in New Zealand. 

Above: The Postgate School kapa haka group.

Men’s Club Maori Language Week

Village news
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66 Coutts Street, Kilbirnie 

ritaangus.co.nz

Rob Prior
Village Manager
Ph: 04 387 7626
Call Rob for general 
enquiries, or information 
about resthome and 
hospital care.

Lynda Dean
Sales Advisor
Ph: 04 387 7625
Talk to Lynda for information 
about independent or 
serviced apartments.

Scrumptious meal served

A visit to a correctional facility – in this case, 

Rimutaka Prison – provided a surprise for 

our residents.

The surprise was a beautifully presented three 

course meal, served and made by the inmates. 

The maitre d’ and his team were both professional 

and courteous.

The first course was a delicious tomato soup, with 

handmade sesame rolls. The main course was a 

pork roast with all the trimmings, and dessert was a 

scrumptious sticky date pudding with a dollop 

of cream. Baked goods, to be purchased, didn’t 

go amiss. They were large treats at a very 

affordable price!

The residents are looking forward to the next visit.  

Village news


