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Hello and welcome to the summer edition of 

Wallace’s Words.

It is a delight to see the beautiful spring gardens 

at Julia Wallace right now. This warmer weather 

brings the promise of flowers and growth and the 

chance to remain active.

The village always looks wonderful in spring and 

we hope you enjoy visiting us to see the colours.

There have been so many wonderful events in 

recent weeks for our residents and visitors. 

In this edition you will meet Dilum, one of our 

activities and lifestyle coordinators. With the 

activities team, Dilum is always looking for 

opportunities to bring fun and adventure to 

the lives of village residents.

One of the most recent events, which was very 

much enjoyed, was ‘Dancing with the Staff ’ 

(based on Dancing with the Stars). There was 

lots of practice, a variety of dancing, and 

everyone had such fun!

I suspect it will become an annual event and 

will be bigger and brighter next year.

Always happy to see you in the village. 

So please drop in, and I’ll see you soon.

Kind regards,

Greetings from Christina...

The spring and summer months are so enjoyable, 

prompting smiles all round as we prepare for and 

then participate in more outdoor activities.

The bowls season is starting up and I am looking 

forward to my sponsorships with local clubs. 

It’s always a delight to meet new people and to 

present prizes for winning teams.

Our Men’s Shed blokes participated in 

Conservation Week by making some oversized 

games for the Department of Conservation to use. 

The games were set up at Ashhurst Library to help 

local children learn more about their environment. 

The library session proved that learning is not just 

done by the kids! 

Rebecca Nelson gave us a standout performance 

and Vicki Lee will perform soon. Please do call me 

for more information on the date and tickets.

Above: The Men’s Shed resident Roger Crowley.

A note from Chrissy...

Christina Brenton
Village Manager
Ph: 06 354 9262

Chrissy Thompson
Sales Advisor
Ph:  06 354 9761
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Two’s Company turned on a fun-filled concert 

providing good vibrations for village residents 

and guests.

The village venue was set up for talented husband 

and wife entertainers Peter and Jacquie. Both sing 

and play different instruments, and the pair have 

been touring around Ryman Healthcare villages.

For this occasion, they mostly played guitar and the 

electric piano. But they offered musical diversity, 

offering a range of genres including folk, Latin and 

classical along with their own compositions.

There was a lot of audience participation, and 

everybody had a fabulous time. Two’s Company 

had the residents dancing and singing.

The afternoon finished with a lovely afternoon 

tea shared by friends. 

Above and inset: Peter and Jacquie, of 

Two’s Company, wowed the audience.

Two’s Company concert

Village news
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News from serviced 
apartment residents

Our serviced apartment 

residents love the season 

of spring. It always provides 

them the opportunity to look 

around the city to see the new 

growth including the beautiful 

cherry blossoms. 

This year they went for a long 

drive covering some of the city 

parks, enabling them to see the 

beautiful gardens full of people. 

The weather was a bit fickle 

but everybody was very 

enthusiastic and some took the 

opportunity to take photos of 

the beautiful blossoms along 

Victoria Esplanade.

Pictured: The cherry 

blossoms were spectacular!

Cherry blossom season 

Hello, my name is Elaine Hopkins and I’m a 

serviced apartment resident here at the village.

I was born in Hawera, and brought up in Hamilton, 

where I met John. My future husband had come out 

to New Zealand as an assisted immigrant from the 

United Kingdom in 1957.

The staff and 

residents have already 

become friends.

John’s father was the Methodist minister at our 

church, where young people would often go to local 

dances. We became great friends and married.

John’s dream was to be a farmer and we became 

sharemilkers with 100 cows in Kaitaia. I enjoyed 

working with my husband and raising the calves.

We later moved to Dargaville, then onto the 

Manawatu where we had a busy life dairy farming 

and raising a family.

We now have four children, 13 grandchildren and 

five great grandchildren. Before I met and married 

my husband, I was a florist and worked in retail. 

As a farmer’s wife and mother, I kept house and 

cooked for family, farm workers and contractors.

My hobbies have been sewing, gardening, crafts 

and music. In recent years I have been looking after 

John, who now has dementia. I will be very pleased 

when he can join me here at Julia Wallace.

I chose a serviced apartment at the village as I 

have owned many houses and I wanted a rest 

from their upkeep. I also enjoy swimming and Julia 

Wallace offers a great swimming pool.

Coming to Julia Wallace has been a huge change 

for me, and I am really enjoying my life here. The 

staff and residents have already become friends.

Meet 
Elaine

Serviced apartment
resident profi le
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My name is Dilum Jayasuriya 

and I’m one of the activities 

and lifestyle coordinators for 

the village. 

I moved to New Zealand in 

2014 and I love living here. I was 

born in Sri Lanka and have a 

financial background including 

in the banking industry. I was a 

trainee financial auditor and I did 

a couple of accountancy roles 

back in Sri Lanka. 

In my role here in the village, 

I work very closely with our 

townhouse residents. But I do a 

lot of different activities with the 

residents who live in other areas 

of the village.

I’ve been working in the 

healthcare sector for more 

than five years, and have been 

a team leader helping manage 

people with both physical and 

intellectual disabilities. 

I live with my wife and we both 

love travelling and hiking. I’m 

looking forward to joining a 

local cricket club over the 

summer and aim to play 

some good games.

Introducing 
Dilum

I’m looking forward to 

joining a local cricket club 

over the summer.

Staff  profile

When a group of care centre residents took on a 

project of making maracas, they knew the craft 

work would take several weeks. The papier mache 

process was messy but fun, as was the painting 

and varnishing. Now the maracas are brought out 

for musical moments.

Above: A great selection of maracas ready to play! 

The care centre residents thoroughly enjoyed a 

Dancing With the Staff competition. The main prize 

went to a combined effort by the hospital staff and 

residents. They jived to the Jackson 5’s Blame It on 

the Boogie.

Pictured: Staff members Sylvia Mead and 

Dilum Jayasuriya get ready to boogie.

Making maracas Dancing with the staff 

News from our 
care centre residents
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28 Dogwood Way, Clearview Park

julliawallace.co.nz

Support dogs

Who let the dogs out? Well the New Zealand 

Defence Force did, and we had a great time!

We had a visit from Infantry Support Dog Section, 

Reconnaissance and Surveillance Platoon and 

residents loved hearing how the dogs and their 

handlers work. The dogs are not only deployed as 

part of their reconnaissance and surveillance unit, 

they also assist with search and rescue.

German Shepherds and Belgian Malinois are 

used as they are stubborn, hardworking and 

watchful. The trainers used verbal and nonverbal 

commands. In some situations silence is essential. 

The residents thoroughly enjoyed patting the dogs.

Caption: Resident Gail Dymond meets one of 

the dogs.

Christina Brenton
Village Manager
Ph: 06 354 9262

Call Christina for general 

enquiries, or information 

about resthome, hospital 

and dementia care.

Chrissy Thompson
Sales Advisor
Ph: 06 354 9761

Talk to Chrissy for information 

about townhouses or serviced 

apartments.

Village news
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