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Hello and welcome to our summer edition of 

Ernest’s Editorial.

We are coming to the end of another busy year with 

Christmas and New Year just around the corner.

We are always striving to improve on things at 

the village, especially the way we respond to and 

care for our residents. We have a lovely sense of 

community here - the caring thoughts and actions 

of our many residents, families and staff contribute 

to everyone’s wellbeing. 

Our dedicated and compassionate staff 

foster this sense of community and their 

hard work is appreciated. Our staff go the 

extra mile in their endeavours to look after 

our wonderful residents and provide a warm 

and happy atmosphere.

Sadly, this will be my last column for Ernest’s 

Editorial. Moving into my new role with Ryman 

Healthcare as Emergency Planning Advisor is 

certainly bittersweet. Whilst I am looking forward 

to the challenges of my new role, I will miss 

everyone at Ernest Rutherford.

I wish to thank the many residents, relatives, 

volunteers and staff who have helped make my 

time here a truly pleasant one. 

Kind regards,

Greetings from Durham... 

Toot toot! That’s right… I’ll soon be on the 

road again in our new campervan and living 

the summer holiday dream!  Our residents in 

the village are also living the dream, with the 

activities team organising endless concerts, 

fun events and experiences in the lead up 

to Christmas.

We recently had the performing duo 

Two’s Company give the village a real singalong 

show. It was great to see so many residents from 

different parts of the village come along.

We have decided to have another Book Fair this 

summer following the success of our event earlier 

this year. If anyone has books they want to donate, 

please give me a call and I can pop around to 

collect them.  

A note from Debbie...

Durham Quigley
Village Manager
Ph: 03 538 0880

Debbie Edwards
Sales Advisor
Ph: 03 538 0882

Serviced apartment available now!
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Peter and Jacquie Faulkner’s wide-ranging musical 

talent was on show for the residents during their 

recent Two’s Company tour. The pair played music 

spanning over two centuries of classical, latin, folk, 

rock and pop to name a few genres. The pair also 

showcased some original compositions. 

Their fantastic stage presence, including a dose 

of humour, had everyone engaged and smiling.  

When those who attended the concert were 

asked what they thought, one comment was: 

“What a talented couple, such a wide range of 

music and all performed to perfection.”

At the end of the concert some of the residents 

met Peter and Jacquie to see first-hand how they 

create their music.

Pictured: Peter and Jacquie stand centre stage 
with village residents.

Inset: Residents get a turn on stage.

Two’s Company

Village news
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News from the 
serviced apartments

Our Men’s Club thought what 

better way to celebrate Father’s 

Day than with a social chat 

in the warmth of the village 

centre. The men added some 

chocolate into the mix and the 

conversation soon flowed. The 

chat moved from the weather to 

the enjoyment of village life, to 

vegetable gardens and growing 

veges the old way. All involved 

had a great day including the 

time spent with their families. 

Pictured: A group of our 
men relaxed during a 
Father’s Day event.

Father’s Day Men’s ClubFather’s Day Men’s Club

On August 16, 2019, Beryl Nelson celebrated her 

I00th birthday with her family and village friends 

and staff.

Beryl’s family arranged a surprise party with 

tributes and mementos, with a card arriving from 

the Queen and another one from Jacinda.

   The apartment allows me 

to be near family, to make 

friends and go on outings. 

Beryl was born in Llanegwad, a small village in 

Wales, where her father was the local headmaster. 

From him, she inherited her love of music.

In 1938 she went to Durham University, where she 

started an honours degree in French with part of 

her studies to be in Sorbonne in Paris. The start of 

the war meant a hasty retreat to Durham, where 

her degree changed to include music. Beryl was 

also a member of the ladies rowing team.

It was at Durham she met Leslie Nelson who was 

in the final year of his degree. They were married 

in her home village in 1941. They moved to Roker, 

where Beryl taught pupils and her husband 

become curate at St Andrews Church.  Family 

additions included David, born in 1948, and Judy, 

born in 1952, and the four moved to Egglescliffe, 

a village near Middlesbrough.

After retiring from teaching in the early 80s Beryl 

made the brave decision to come to New Zealand, 

with my daughter Judy.

Now she is enjoying different aspects of village life.

In Beryl’s words: “The apartment allows me to be 

near family, to make friends and go on outings, and 

I love to play the piano.”

Meet 
Beryl

Serviced apartment 
resident profile
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Hello, my name is 

John Van Turnhout and 

I am the lead gardener here. 

I started working for Ryman 

Healthcare a year ago.

I work with an awesome 

gardening team in a 

friendly atmosphere. 

The crew are knowledgeable, 

professional and always 

thoughtful and caring towards 

our residents. They always make 

time for our resident’s requests.

To be able to share a story or a 

joke with residents is a pleasure. 

The best part of the job is to see 

them smile or better yet, to see 

the joy the gardens bring to them 

on their daily walk.

In my free time I enjoy karate, 

hunting and fishing. Most of 

all I love spending time with 

my family; my partner Louise, 

daughter Hannah and 

son Callum.

I especially love the 

time I get with my grandsons 

Jude and Louis. They’re 

awesome wee men.  

Introducing 
John

 I work with an awesome 

gardening team in a 

friendly atmosphere. 

Staff  profile

Our care residents learned about the creative talents 

needed to make soft toys during a visit from Anne 

Tucker of Unique Bears. Anne came along to show 

us her wonderful teddy bear collection, with each 

bear made from wool blankets and other materials. 

The residents had a wonderful time.

Pictured: Merle Amies and other residents were  
amused and impressed by the intricate soft toys.

Some of our care residents recently enjoyed 

a factory tour of Pic’s Peanut Butter World. We 

watched the manufacturing process including 

the roasting of peanuts. The residents were able 

to try products and we took a jar home for other 

residents to enjoy! 

Pictured: John Osborn and Wendy Farrell 
visit Pic’s factory.

Unique bears Pics Peanut Butter world

News from our 
resthome residents

News from our 
care centre residents
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Special high tea outing

Our residents travelled to the small township 

of Hope to attend a special high tea at the 

Dress Up Box and Café. 

The café setting gave those on the outing 

the chance to relax, eat and also try on a few 

items from the attached costume hire store. 

Everyone got into the spirit of the occasion.

The food and drinks that came to the table 

were superbly presented, and it was a very 

social event for all. 

The costumes and items for hire provided a source 

of amusement and prompted some funny stories.

Pictured: Bev Bourke sits down at a special high 

tea at the Hope café stopover.

Village newsVillage newsVillage news

49 Covent Drive, Stoke 

ernestrutherford.co.nz

Durham Quigley
Village Manager
Ph: 03 538 0880
Call Durham for general 
enquiries, or for information 
about resthome, hospital and 
dementia care.

Debbie Edwards
Sales Advisor
Ph: 03 538 0882
Talk to Debbie for information 
about independent 
apartments, townhouses or 
serviced apartments.
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