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Hello and welcome to the summer edition of 

Halberg’s Herald.

We are now on the homeward leg of our journey 

to open our beautiful new village centre and care 

centre, and we couldn’t be more excited.

While we have had independent apartment 

residents enjoying village life for some time now, 

we are excited that the first level of our new care 

centre will open in October, when we will welcome 

both resthome and hospital care residents.

Not long after, we will open our beautiful village 

centre, the hub of our new community, offering 

a multitude of dining, entertainment, social and 

recreation experiences. Our dementia care centre, 

serviced apartments and more independent 

apartments will all be welcoming new residents 

around the same time. 

We’re currently building a great team of people 

to work in the village too, all focused on the great care 

and service that Ryman is renowned for. Our aim, to 

build a village that is ‘good enough for Mum and Dad’.

Several years after turning the first soil on site, we are 

certainly ready to welcome those in the surrounding 

community to the Murray Halberg Retirement Village.

Kind regards,

Greetings from Grant...

As many of you know, Taryn Eagle has returned 

to Murray Halberg as a sales advisor working 

alongside Frances. Taryn was here in the early 

stages of our village development and is astounded 

to see all our progress on site and delighted to see 

the happy faces of our current residents, many of 

whom she remembers. We make a great team and 

between us are available seven days a week. 

We had presentations in September to offer 

comprehensive information about all that 

Murray Halberg Retirement Village can offer 

potential residents. These presentations 

included a tour of our show homes, so people 

could experience the spacious apartments and 

discover for themselves what sets Ryman apart 

from the rest. If you would like to view our show 

home please call us to arrange a time.

A note from 
Frances and Taryn...

Grant Costello
Village Manager
Ph: 09 627 2700

Frances Quirk & Taryn Eagle 
Sales Advisors
Ph: 09 627 2727

Independent apartment available now!

TT E
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We’ve been busily preparing for the opening of 

our village centre. It is a fabulous building that will 

act as our main community hub for residents, 

friends and family.

Some of the amenities onsite will include a café 

with a trained barista ready to serve the very 

best coffee and food, a cinema showing recent 

and classic movies and fine dining events.

There will be plenty of options to provide fun 

and relaxation. These include a billiard room,  

swimming pool and spa, bowling green, 

reflection room, beauty salon and more.

Our new care centre is part of the village centre 

and will offer 120 rooms across three levels of 

care. The 80 resthome and hospital rooms and 

40 dementia rooms will be opened progressively 

from October onwards.

We have lovely spacious care rooms all with their 

own ensuite bathrooms and the residents will be 

supported with the best of care. Many rooms will 

have great views of native bush and our wonderful 

new gardens.

Pictured: An artist’s impression of the café.

Inset: What the main village entrance will look like. 

Excitement builds for 
village centre opening

Village news
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It’s been a wild ride at Murray Halberg dealing 

with wet and windy conditions in Lynfield over 

the winter months.

The team, which has been reaching peaks of 

more than 450 workers on site, is pulling out all 

the stops to get the main building finished.

Hordes of painters, plumbers and electricians 

have joined a long line of carpenters, plasterers 

and tilers in a concerted effort to fit out what will 

be the showpiece of the village.

Site Manager Ricky Ciobanu says it is such a big 

project, the team has broken it into three stages 

of handover.

“The first three floors, nearest to Commodore Drive, 

will be handed over first, then floors four and five, 

followed by six, seven and eight,” said Ricky.

Ricky said as each stage came closer to finishing 

on the inside, and the scaffolding comes down bit 

by bit, roading and landscaping work would then 

take place on the outside.

“We have approximately 5,000m3 of landscaping 

to do on the whole site!” he said.

And the bad weather has not helped there.

With three tower cranes on site and a fourth on the 

horizon, the weather was a consideration with their 

usage too.

“The rain doesn’t stop us but the wind, if it gets to a 

certain speed, it means we cannot use the cranes.”

Meanwhile, the team has also kept up the pace 

elsewhere on site.

The next stage of independent apartments 

are also getting closer to the finish line and are 

progressing well.

A temporary roof was put over the top so that 

work could continue uninterrupted below.

And those moving into the apartments behind 

the village centre will be excited to see things 

happening on their block.

We broke ground there in early August and started 

on the shell beams. A concrete pour of half of the 

first floor was the next main scheduled building 

event, Ricky said.

Above: The village is truly taking shape on the site. 

Inset: Ricky Ciobanu is site manager for 

the project.

Wild winter for Murray Halberg team
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Moving into Murray Halberg Retirement Village 

has been the perfect new home for fitness fan 

and retired physiotherapist Jane.

With the village’s namesake being one of New 

Zealand’s most well-known Olympic medal-winning 

middle-distance runners, it’s quite fitting for Jane, 

having worked and competed in the world of 

athletics herself.

While Jane is very fit and active for 71, Jane says 

her 40s were when she was at her peak after 

getting into sports in her early 30s.

“I did racewalking and represented New Zealand 

at the Commonwealth Games in 1990.”

One of Jane’s fellow residents at the village is 

bronze Olympic medal winner Barry Magee.

While the athletics connections have been a bonus 

extra about moving into the village, her reasons for 

moving in came about after her movement was 

temporarily restricted following knee surgery.

   I did racewalking and 

represented New Zealand at the 

Commonwealth Games in 1990.

When Jane heard that Bill Subritzky’s land was 

going to be a Ryman retirement village, the planets 

quickly aligned and she became one of the first 

residents to move in.

Her two sons thought the move was a great 

idea too and just two months after settling in, 

Jane had all the proof she needed that it had 

been the right move.

“I broke my wrist in January and the staff were 

just brilliant. They got the ambulance, they did 

stuff for me like wash my hair and then all my 

new friends rallied round and made me dinners. 

It was really lovely.”

Now, with the opening of the village centre 

imminent, Jane is excited about the future 

and trying new things like bowls.

Meet 
Jane

Independent
resident profile
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After naming its Lynfield village after one of 

New Zealand’s great athletes, Murray Halberg, 

Ryman has now turned to Murray’s fellow runners 

to inspire the naming of each individual block on 

the site.

One of the first independent apartment blocks 

will be named after Barry Magee, who won a 

bronze medal in the marathon at the Rome 

Olympics in 1960.

Barry himself lives in the village with his wife 

Heather after shifting there from their home in 

Mt Roskill.

Barry said he hadn’t shared the exciting news with 

anyone except Heather until Grant, the village 

manager, recently told the other residents.

“I thank Ryman for the honour. In this life nothing 

can be taken for granted so I count my blessings 

every day.”

He added: “Heather was delightfully surprised 

when I told her and my fellow apartment dwellers 

did all seem pleased with the news.”

The next independent apartment block is set to 

be named after a fellow Olympic bronze medallist, 

John Davies.

John, who sadly passed away in 2003 aged 65, 

won a bronze in the 1500 metres at the 1964 Tokyo 

Olympics and a silver medal in the one-mile event 

at the 1962 Commonwealth Games in Perth.

Olympic marathon bronze medallist Lorraine 

Moller’s name will also grace the wall of a Ryman 

apartment block.

Her long list of achievements includes a silver medal 

in the marathon at the 1986 Commonwealth Games 

in Edinburgh, completing the marathon at the 1984, 

1988 and 1996 Olympic Games and winning the 

1984 Boston marathon, and the Osaka International 

Ladies marathon three times in 1986, 1987 and 1989.

Lorraine spends her time between New Zealand, 

Sydney and Boulder Colorado these days and 

admitted she was ‘really chuffed’ by the request.

“I am so stoked and honoured!” she said.

Distance star Sir John Walker has also been added 

to the list of inspiring names. He won the 1500m 

event at the 1976 Olympics and was also the first 

person to run the mile in under 3:50.

More recently he has been active in local 

government as an Auckland councillor and 

representing the Manurewa-Papakura ward.

The resthome, hospital and special care centre 

will be named after the locations of the Olympics 

and Commonwealth competitions held in Perth, 

Rome and Cardiff respectively.

Above: Heather and Barry Magee love the area.

Inset: Barry with his bronze medal.

Great Kiwi runners inspire block names
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Hello, my name is Michelle Barnard and 

I’m the Assistant to the Manager here at 

Murray Halberg village.  

It is a privilege to be part of a new village and 

to be able to set everything up for a successful 

community!

My background is in hospitality, I studied hotel 

management in South Africa and worked in hotels. 

I then travelled and worked in England for two years.

After that I worked on board cruise ships for 

five years. The  roles varied from bar waitress 

to receptionist and night manager/auditor.

I have been with Ryman for seven years now. 

I began as activities co-ordinator then moved 

into other roles. My hobbies are my treasured 

daughters who keep me busy with their sporting 

activities. They are 15 and 13 years old. 

Introducing 
Michelle

Staff  Profile

  I have been in New Zealand for 

11 years and I am a very proud 

citizen of this beautiful country.

11 Commodore Drive, Lynfi eld 

rymanmurrayhalberg.co.nz

Grant Costello
Village Manager
Ph: 09 627 2700

Call Grant for general 

enquiries, or information 

about resthome, hospital 

and dementia care.

Frances Quirk & Taryn Eagle
Sales Advisors
Ph: 09 627 2727

Talk to Frances or Taryn for 

information about independent 

apartments or serviced apartments.
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