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Hello and welcome to the summer edition of 
McLaren’s Messenger.

I had a wonderful trip back home to  
Northern Ireland in August and feel ready  
to enjoy the months leading up to Christmas.  
Thank you to everyone who welcomed me  
back after five weeks away.

We have lots of exciting events coming up  
starting with Wellness Month in October,  
where we will be focusing on our fantastic  
Triple A exercise programme.

Next we are looking forward to the  
Ryman Healthcare and Royal New Zealand Ballet 
season of Hansel and Gretel.  You will see the 
village transformed by the activities team and 
residents to celebrate this event.

Of course, we cannot forget Melbourne Cup Day  
where residents and staff get dressed up in 
their finery to enjoy the excitement of this event. 
December is always an extremely busy month 
with Christmas celebrations, outings to see the 
neighbour’s light displays and Christmas dinners 
for all our residents.

If you are passing by my office please feel free to 
pop in and say hello, my door is always open.

Kind regards

Greetings from Chantelle...

Life in the village has been busy and we’ve 
hosted some great events. 

In September we had a fantastic presentation 
from Annah Stretton, giving us an insight into 
her charity Reclaim Another Woman (RAW). 
She was joined by Gina who told the residents 
about her life and how RAW helped her. Gina 
is now sharing her story in order to help others 
find their feet. It was very enriching.

Why not make a time with me so I can show 
you our wonderful village and we can look at 
apartment options. With a fixed weekly fee* and 
no concerns about maintenance, you can enjoy 
your retirement in our beautiful community.  
I look forward to hearing from you.

*Some conditions apply

A note from  
Rose...

Chantelle Hand
Village Manager
Ph: 09 535 0220

Rose Lawlor 
Sales Advisor
Ph: 09 535 0225

Serviced apartment available now!
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Residents, their friends and family welcomed the 
spectacular songstress Rebecca Nelson back for 
another stellar performance. 

It was a fantastic atmosphere at the village and 
Rebecca charmed the crowd with authentic 
renditions of classics such as Hallelujah and  
Elvis Presley’s Can’t Help Falling In Love With You.

Not only is she a fantastic singer, but Rebecca also 
has the makings of a true storyteller. In between 
songs, Rebecca told fascinating stories of her 
travels and encounters. 

Afterwards everyone gathered for an afternoon  
tea and had the chance to interact with Rebecca. 
It’s easy to see why she is always such a hit in  
our villages!

Pictured: Singing sensation Rebecca charming 
the crowd with her authentic renditions of  
classic songs.

Rebecca charms village 

Village news



McLaren’s Messenger  | 4



McLaren’s Messenger  | 5



McLaren’s Messenger  | 6



McLaren’s Messenger  | 7



McLaren’s Messenger  | 8

Village news

What better place to go to  
than The Kentish Hotel nestled 
in Waiuku? The hotel boasts the 
title of  New Zealand’s oldest 
licenced pub.

Independent residents ventured 
to the hotel’s Portside Bar for 
lunch and pub manager Murray 
Pengelly intrigued our residents 
with the history of the building, 
saying it had endured the land 

wars, survived a fire in 1926 
and been haunted by a friendly 
ghost, named Kate. 

Later we stopped at  
Clarks Beach and as  
the sun came out  
residents enjoyed a stroll  
on the beach.

Pictured: A wonderful 
afternoon spent in  
great company.

Hotel with a history

Hello, I’m Aincy Sutcliffe and I reside in one of the 
village’s serviced apartments.

I was born, the youngest of four, in 1936 in a small 
village close to the city of Leeds in Yorkshire, England.

I met my husband Roy in 1955 whilst holidaying 
with my sister Audrey at Butlins Holiday Camp  
in Skegness.

I’ve settled in very well  
and made many friends  
throughout the village.

We literally bumped into each other trying to avoid a 
group of holidaymakers going to a fancy dress party. 
Roy was a bit embarrassed and asked me if I’d been 
to the beach yet.  I said no, and he immediately took 
me by the hand and led me to the promenade.

When we stood looking out to sea Roy slowly put 
his arm around me with only the moon and stars 
above we shared a kiss – and the rest they say is 
history!  We had two daughters; Debbie and Tracy.  
Sadly, Debbie passed away in 2007.

Roy’s brother Trevor, who was living in  
New Zealand, invited our family over in 1970.

The girls got books out of the library and found 
pictures of outdoor schooling and Kiwi kids not 
wearing shoes. They were very eager to get to 
New Zealand! 

Our first home was in Bucklands Beach Road and 
we later lived in Wellington, Taupo and Papamoa. 

Sadly, Roy passed away just before I moved into 
Bruce McLaren in 2018. Here I’ve settled in very 
well and made many friends throughout the village.

I’m involved with many activities. I try to provide 
special treats to all my new buddies whilst  
watching the weekly movie.

Meet  
Aincy

Serviced apartment 
resident profile
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My name is Devika Naidu. I have 
worked as a senior caregiver 
at Bruce McLaren for the last 
five years and have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time here. 

I was raised in Fiji and have  
a wonderful family including  
two daughters.

Previously, I worked in  
various roles in the office,  
bakery and retail sectors.

Then I decided on a change. 
I gained a certificate in 
healthcare from Manukau 
Institute of Technology and did 
further studies at Careerforce, 

completing a Health and 
Wellbeing Advanced  
Support certificate.

I enjoy my work and being part 
of a community. I am respectful 
and caring towards the residents 
and my colleagues.

Outside of work I love baking 
and travelling the world with my 
family. I also like sport. I recently 
joined a local netball team, giving 
me a chance to reunite with 
some old friends.

Introducing 
Devika 

I enjoy my work  
and being part of  

a community.

Staff profile

Ladies from the care centre used a van outing 
as a chance to explore One Tree Hill and the 
Newmarket mall, before driving through Mission 
Bay to have coffees and hot chocolate. The day 
was filled with laughter.

Pictured: Residents Pauline Keane, Yashwant 
Prasad, Marge Nuttal and Mary Richards.

To celebrate International Month our village 
residents were treated to a variety of activities to 
celebrate the diversity of our staff and residents. It 
was a day full of fun with fabulous people sharing 
some traditional dishes and great stories.

Pictured: Our staff dressed up to celebrate  
their heritage.

Exploring Auckland Celebrating diversity

News from our  
care centre residents
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Out & About

Serviced apartment residents were excited to head 
to Karaka recently. We ended up in an old garden 
centre, which was converted into an eatery known 
as the Red Shed Palazzo Café.

The cafe proved a wonderful place to visit for the 
group of residents and friends. Inside there was a 
great display of art and crafts on the shed walls and 
when we sat down to enjoy the café food we were 
visited by small birds wanting to peck at our cakes! 

Outside we were able to walk around, and Stella 
(second from left) even managed to find a tyre 
swing to have fun on!  What a great trip!

Pictured: Residents enjoyed the fantastic trip to the 
Red Shed Palazzo Café.

795 Chapel Road, Howick, Auckland 
brucemclarenvillage.co.nz

Chantelle Hand
Village Manager
Ph: 09 535 0220
Call Chantelle for general  
enquiries, or information  
about resthome, hospital  
and dementia care.

Rose Lawlor 
Sales Advisor
Ph: 09 535 0225
Talk to Rose for information 
about independent apartments 
or serviced apartments.

News from the  
serviced apartments


