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Serviced apartment available now!

Hello and welcome to the summer edition of 

Stoddart Sparks. 

It has been very busy at the village over the last 

couple of months. We have been upgrading certain 

areas of the village, with new furniture, painting and 

new artwork. It looks great with the added bonus of 

a new palette of colours. 

The relative’s meeting for our resthome residents is 

on 28 November at 5.30pm. We would love to see 

you there, and drinks and nibbles will be provided. 

We are always open to ideas about how we can 

improve life for our residents, and sometimes it is 

just nice to talk to other family members who are 

in a similar situation. 

This year Ryman is sponsoring the 

Royal New Zealand Ballet’s production of 

Hansel and Gretel. I feel quite excited to think 

about how our village will be decorated for 

November in honour of the production. 

Although I am trying to avoid sugar, so it 

may not be the best theme for me!

We are also gearing up for our December holiday 

activities and events. As soon as we start planning 

our Christmas activities, I know we are nearing the 

end of the year!  

I look forward to seeing you around the village. 

Kind regards,

Greetings from Merrin...

I was very happy to greet spring this year. It was 

so lovely to see the blossoms emerging  and 

daffodils poking their heads through with the 

promise of warm sunny days to come. 

Our village gardens are looking stunning, 

bursting with colour and new growth.  

Margaret Stoddart is a village with a big heart, 

full of fun, love, and laughter. We’ve had some 

wonderful events over the last few months 

which have really showcased the beautiful 

spirit here. The pantomime Red Riding Hood 

was particularly entertaining.

Currently we have two studio serviced 

apartments available, one priced at $295,000 

and the other at $305,000. Please call me if 

you would like to view these homes.

A note from Michelle...

Merrin Jack
Village Manager
Ph: 03 348 4955

Michelle Van der Park
Sales Advisor
Ph: 03 337 6500
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It was a modern remake of the Red Riding Hood 

story – involving a wolf, a mischievous girl in a 

hood and many other players that entertained the 

residents, staff and guests of Margaret Stoddart.

The Margaret Stoddart Players provided the cast 

for the annual pantomime in front of an interactive 

audience within the village centre. In previous 

years there have been wonderful productions of 

Cinderella and Romeo & Juliet.

This year there were plenty of star performances 

and the dialogue was cheeky and full of modern 

humour, including some solid reasoning as 

to why Margaret Stoddart is a very fine 

residential choice.

Pictured: The Margaret Stoddart Players 

delivered another stunning performance.

Inset: Audrey Burton and Keith Wardell.

Panto performance wows  

Village news
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Village news

Our serviced apartment 

residents fundraised for   

Daffodil Day with a 

commemorative Happy Hour. 

Residents donated at reception 

and received a daffodil  brooch 

in return. The theme was yellow, 

to tie in with the day. There 

were lots of laughs as residents 

posed for photos with quirky 

sunglasses and photo props. 

Our entertainer, Phil Chapman, 

also did a wonderful job and 

got the residents dancing 

away while he played the 

tambourine and even 

the shakers. 

What fun!

Pictured: Village Manager 

Merrin Jack with Jo Keating.

Daff odil Happy Hour

Hello, my name is Peggy Wright and I live in 

a serviced apartment at Margaret Stoddart.  

I was born in Waipukarau, Hawke’s Bay 

and I am one of five siblings. I have three 

sisters and a brother. I grew up in Hawke’s 

Bay and then once I finished my nursing 

training I got married to Bertram. 

 I appreciate the 

friendships I’ve developed 

at the village.

We moved to Christchurch where I was a 

maternity and geriatrics nurse and worked at 

St Nicolas hospital for six years. I really liked 

geriatric nursing. I started working for the 

maternity ward and when I had my children, 

I took a break. I returned to nursing and the 

maternity ward when my children were older. 

We brought up our three sons in Christchurch 

and I also have nine grandchildren, three of whom 

are triplets! Twins and triplets run in my family.

I wasn’t very sporty growing up, but I have 

enjoyed watching my sons play sport over the 

years. I love being involved with my family and 

read a lot of books, especially crime novels! 

After my husband passed, I moved to 

Margaret Stoddart into my townhouse in 

2016 and loved living there. However, this year 

I needed more help around the house so I 

decided to move to a serviced apartment. 

As you can imagine change is always a bit 

difficult, but the transition from my townhouse 

to a serviced apartment was stress free. 

The staff were superb and the residents 

are nice and friendly. I appreciate the 

friendships I’ve developed at the village.

I couldn’t be happier!

Meet 
Peggy

Serviced apartment 
resident profile



Stoddart Sparks | 9

Hello, my name is Kyla Ellis 

and I am a kitchen assistant 

at Margaret Stoddart. 

In 2010 I started working at the 

village, but I left after the first major 

earthquake in 2011.

After a few years I returned to 

Christchurch and I am very 

happy to say that I am now back 

at Margaret Stoddart as I love 

working here. I look forward to 

meeting all of you again. 

I was born and bred in 

Christchurch and enjoyed growing 

up here. When I am not working, I 

enjoy the speedway, marching and 

being a mum to my two beautiful 

children – Tamara (14) and Connor 

(10). My daughter has followed in 

my marching footsteps. She has 

now been at the New Zealand 

Champs for the past three years. 

Connor was born really early at 

only 26 weeks! He was at the 

Neonatal intensive care unit for 

120 days. I was there every day, 

and things were pretty tough for a 

time, but we are all doing well now.

Introducing 
Kyla

I am very happy to 

say that I am now back 

at Margaret Stoddart.

Staff  profile

Father’s Day was celebrated with a delicious 

fish and chips lunch. Allan Barron was the guest 

speaker and after lunch he talked about his life 

and music. He is one of the resident’s favourite 

entertainers. At the end of the day, they were 

surprised with a commemorative mug of the day. 

Pictured: A wonderful day spent in great company.

To celebrate the arrival of spring our resthome 

residents enjoyed participating in flower arranging. 

Everyone talked about their favourites and of 

course, at the end of day they could take their 

bunch back to brighten up their rooms!

Pictured: Residents Joan Wilson and Elly Ravn 

with Ciara Ravn.

Father’s Day Flower power

News from our 
care centre residents
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Merrin Jack
Village Manager
Ph: 03 348 4955

Call Merrin for general 

enquiries, or information 

about resthome care.

Michelle Van der Park
Sales Advisor
Ph: 03 337 6500

Talk to Michelle for information 

about independent townhouses 

or serviced apartments.

Rainbow dining 

It was a spectacular night of fine dining at the 

village. The townhouse residents were able to relax, 

have fun and be spontaneous with the colours of 

the rainbow theme. 

Some residents delighted in celebrating the 

theme with great colour choices, fancy hats, 

accessories and much more. Patsy (pictured) 

was even wearing a striking colourful jacket that 

looked out of this world. 

The night started off with bubbles and a hubbub 

of conversation in the main lounge. Heading to the 

dining room where the tables were set in colourful 

decorations with a Liquorice Allsorts centrepiece. 

The residents were delighted with a delicious 

chicken Kiev for the main and a colourful rainbow 

cake for dessert. 

It was a night to remember.

Village newsVillage news

23 Bartlett Street, Riccarton, Christchurch 

margaretstoddart.co.nz
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