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Hello and welcome to the summer edition of 

Hilda’s Highlights.

It’s been great to see the evenings lengthen since 

the introduction of daylight saving at the end of 

September. 

Our village fundraising is going extremely well 

thanks to our supportive residents. This year’s 

worthy charity is the Breast Cancer Foundation NZ, 

and we recently held an information session 

to raise awareness of this disease.

Independent residents will be seeing the benefits 

of a major makeover of their swimming pool. Thank 

you for your patience during this work, and we will 

celebrate with a pool party!

Congratulations to Sam Manson on her recent 

appointment as the special care unit coordinator. 

Sam is an experienced registered nurse and is 

looking forward to getting to know the residents, 

their families and working with the wonderful 

care centre team.

Last but not least, Rugby World Cup 2019 fever is 

well and truly in the village, good luck to the teams 

and “go the All Blacks!”.

Please feel free to pop in to see me if you have any 

questions or concerns, my door is always open.

Kind regards,

Greetings from Wendy...

Our gardens are looking great. It is always so 

pleasing to enter our village to see the tall standing 

irises, then walk around the gardens knowing that 

we can enjoy these warmer days.

We’ve recently helped support croquet and 

bowling events and hosted a Kiwi Scrabblers 

Tournament here at Hilda Ross. We also helped 

out at an amazing bridge congress, run by 

New Zealand Bridge.

If you would like to hear the latest village 

updates, feel free to give me a call, and we 

can have a cuppa and a chat.

Enjoy the longer days.

Pictured: Ryman was a sponsor of the
New Zealand Bridge national congress.

A note from Trish...

Wendy Taylor
Village Manager
Ph: 07 855 9542

Trish de Jong
Sales Advisor
Ph: 07 853 6148
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Our village was treated to an afternoon of 

entertainment by a very smart and talented 

American troupe of musicians.

The United States Airforce Band of the Pacific, 

who had travelled all the way from Hawaii, 

gave us a wonderful performance before they 

returned home.

They had played at a number of Ryman villages 

and the five-piece band ran through a selection 

of jazz, rock ‘n’ roll, country and pop favourites, 

including Footloose by Kenny Loggins and Proud 

Mary by CCR, which left the residents beaming 

with delight.

The concert was very well attended by residents, 

incoming residents, family and friends, and was 

voted as one of our village highlights so far this year.

Pictured: Residents boogie to the American band.
Inset: Top brass played with style.

Band of the Pacifi c

Village news
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Village news

Hilda Ross and our residents 

were proud to host a national 

Kiwi Scrabblers Tournament 

recently at Hilda Ross. Scrabble 

players travelled from as far 

as Whangarei in the north and 

Dunedin in the south.

The two day tournament saw 

players, divided into grades, 

playing up to seven games a day.

Tournament players and 

residents then participated in 

a friendly quiz evening on the 

Saturday night, with one of our 

Hilda Ross team coming third.

It was a wonderful weekend of 

scrabble and a quiz with some 

good prizes.

Pictured: Townhouse resident 
Fay Wright who attended the 
two day tournament. 

Scrabble tournament

Hello, my name is Gladys Mead and I’ve loved 

village life since moving into a Hilda Ross 

serviced apartment in June last year.

This move has been the best I could have 

made. I am still able to live an independent life, 

and take part in a variety of activities both 

within the village and the wider community.

This move has 

been the best 

I could have made. 

Just over 90 years ago I was born in 

Hamilton at Tirohia maternity hospital in Hill St. 

My parents began farming at Eureka in 1919 

after my father returned from the Great War. 

I was their fourth child.

I attended Eureka primary school and then 

Hamilton Technical High School. From there 

I went to Auckland Teachers Training College 

before working in Hamilton schools.

Teaching enabled me to work and travel. I went with 

a friend to England where we flatted and worked 

in London, exploring at the weekend. Purchasing 

a Vespa scooter enabled us to travel around the 

British Isles and later Europe. 

My love of travelling continued after my marriage 

to Ted, a maths and science teacher. He was 

appointed principal at Dannevirke High School 

where our two young sons enjoyed the freedom 

of a small country town. I became involved in 

local activities such as spinning and weaving and 

church-based women’s groups.

When Ted was ready to retire, we moved to Napier 

to live by the sea. This was a lovely period, but 

with our boys living and working in Auckland we 

decided to return north. My time in Hamilton and 

at Hilda Ross has been very satisfying.

Meet 
Gladys

Serviced apartment 
resident profile
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Hello, my name is Cherie Williams 

and I work as a receptionist and 

administrator at Hilda Ross.

I have been married to Colin 

for 19 years, but we have been 

together 30. Colin is a full time 

musician and plays guitar and 

sings. You may have seen him 

perform around the North Island 

at some stage and maybe he 

might just perform for you right 

here one day! He is originally 

from Australia.

We have two fur babies called 

Saki and Neko. Our cats keep 

us constantly entertained 

and we love them as part of 

our family.

My interests are catching up 

with friends and family, the beach, 

music, concerts, movies, travel 

and I love eating different food.

Throughout my career I have 

held numerous administration 

roles and I worked in Sydney 

for 12 years.

I enjoy providing excellent 

customer service in my role 

and being a caring and friendly 

face to the residents and 

their families.

Introducing 
Cherie

I enjoy providing 

excellent customer 

service in my role 

Staff  profile

Some ‘everyday’ classics and some rarer cars 

were on show for resthome residents to enjoy.

The men were transported back in time 

when they viewed the vintage car collection. 

Rototuna High School students helped host 

the occasion.

Pictured: Students and residents enjoy the 
cars on show.

Care centre residents recently had a sensory treat 

during a wine and cheese tasting in celebration of 

International Month.

Residents tasted wines from Australia, France and 

Italy. Cheese boards and fruits were also available 

to further satisfy our palates.

Pictured: The tastings reminded residents of 
eateries and vineyards they had visited.

Vintage cars on show International Month

News from our 
care centre residents
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Huntly café outing

A group of our townhouse residents went out for 

lunch at an eatery in Huntly.

They stopped at the township’s River Haven Cafe 

and were able to take in an amazing view of the 

Huntly Power Station. 

The residents and activities coordinators agreed 

the food, including club sandwiches, homemade 

pies, Louise cakes, custard squares and hot chips 

with salad, was fabulous. Some said it reminded 

them of the good old days when they were 

travelling by bus or train and they stopped for 

a cuppa at the cafeteria.

On the way home we travelled along River Road to 

view the new Ryman village named Linda Jones.

Pictured: Our residents made several stops 

during the outing.

Village newsVillage news

Wendy Taylor
Village Manager
Ph: 07 855 9542
Call Wendy for general 
enquiries or for information 
about resthome, hospital 
and dementia care.

Trish de Jong
Sales Advisor
Ph: 07 853 6148
Talk to Trish for information 
about townhouses or 
serviced apartments.

30 Ruakura Road, Hamilton 

hildaross.co.nz
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