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Hello and welcome to the summer edition of 

Jane’s Journal, it is always exciting for me to 

reflect over recent months when I write my 

column for the newsletter. 

One event of significance was Jane Mander 

being awarded Village of the Year at the Ryman 

Healthcare Annual Awards!  It is lovely to think that 

the northern most village provides strong resident 

and staff engagement and satisfaction, so well 

done to us all.

Father’s Day this year was a real blast. Celebrity 

Ray Wolfe put on a special concert for our dads 

and followed up by attending and speaking at 

our Blue Ribbon Breakfast in support of prostate 

cancer awareness.

In the lead up to Christmas there is always so many 

exciting things happening at the village.

I am really looking forward to some of the great 

activities we have planned for Wellness Month and 

of course we’ve been immersing ourselves in the 

2019 Rugby World Cup. 

As always, my door is open if you would like 

to chat.

Kind regards,

Greetings from Wendy...

Hello, I hope you are enjoying the spring weather, 

I recently had a winter break in Rarotonga so I’m 

really looking forward to summer!

We continue to have lots of great events at our 

village. Recently, we had Vicki Lee perform her 

tribute concert to Vera Lynn. It was a fantastic 

event and Vicki took time to speak with residents 

and village friends after the show. 

I also had 21 people from Kaitaia Friendship Group 

travel two hours to visit our village. They enjoyed a 

delicious lunch and were shown around the village 

and spoke with some of our residents. 

We continue to sponsor bowling and croquet 

tournaments including the Waipu Club’s tartan 

tournament, which was very enjoyable. 

There continues to be plenty of interest in the 

village, and I love showing people what Jane 

Mander has to offer. Please get in touch if you 

would like to find out more. 

Above: Vicki Lee talks with resident Dorothy West.

A note from Fiona...

Wendy Turner
Village Manager
Ph: 09 435 3850

Fiona Scotland
Sales Advisor
Ph: 09 435 3803
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Jane Mander won the Village of the Year award 

for 2019 at the Ryman Healthcare Awards in June. 

Chief Executive Gordon MacLeod presented the 

award and praised village manager, Wendy Turner, 

for “achieving great things with her team”.

The village was commended for high survey 

ratings, meaning that residents, staff, and their 

families are happy with life at Jane Mander.

This was the first time the Kamo village had won 

since opening its doors in 2009. 

Village Manager Wendy Turner went on stage to 

accept the award along with Sales Advisor Fiona 

Scotland and Clinical Manager Shalimar Bawayan.

Shalimar was also nominated for the prestigious 

Kevin Hickman award, which is given to those 

exemplifying excellence in care and leadership.

Above: Fiona Scotland, Wendy Turner, Gordon 

MacLeod and Shalimar Bawayan on the big night. 

Inset: Jane Mander residents love the bowling 

green and other well kept village facilities.

Village of the year!

Village news
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Village news

Residents were fascinated 

by a visit to the Jack Morgan 

Museum, dedicated to telling 

the story of early settlers in 

the once remote area of 

Hukerenui, Northland.

Jack Morgan was born in 1916 

and his passion for collecting 

memorabilia from the early 

pioneering days began 35 years 

ago. Jack gifted the museum 

contents to the community 

in 2008.

It was certainly a great outing 

for our residents, who fondly 

remembered having used 

many of the items on show. 

The outing was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all.

Pictured: Resident Harold 

Stronach takes in a beautiful 

day outside the museum.

Jack Morgan Museum

Hi, my name is Jack Katavich and I live in a 

serviced apartment.

I was born in Auckland in 1928, my father 

and mother were hard working Dalmatians 

who immigrated from Yugoslavia in 1908 and 

1926. They were early pioneering gum diggers 

and farmers. 

By 1932 during the depression we moved to 

the far north settlement of Waiharara, 

We received papal medals from 

Pope Francis, being only the 10th and 11th 

New Zealanders to receive this honour.

24 kilometres north of Kaitaia. It was remote. We 

lived in a tent on the gum fields for five years, with 

my bed made of sacking and filled with corn husks.

I moved to Auckland in 1952 and worked for 

Fletchers and the Kiwi Bacon Company. I was a 

very keen rugby player belonging to the Ponsonby 

Rugby Club and fondly remember friends like club 

player and All Black Bob Scott. My enthusiasm for 

rugby has not changed and to this day I still support 

the Aupouri team. 

I first met my wonderful wife Vera in Waiharara, 

and we married in 1953. In 1965 we moved to 

Kaitaia, where I worked for 25 years at the concrete 

works in many different roles. I was also very 

involved with the local council and rotary club.

Vera and I have been devoted to the Catholic 

Church and community in Kaitaia. We received 

papal medals from Pope Francis, being only 

the 10th and 11th New Zealanders to receive 

this honour. 

Vera and I have had a busy life devoting ourselves 

to three children, three grandsons and four great 

grandchildren. We moved into Jane Mander in 

2012, and sadly Vera passed away this year after 

many wonderful years together. I continue to 

enjoy my golden years here.

Meet 
Jack

Independent
resident profile
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Hi, my name is Maaimoa. I was 

born on the tropical Pacific island 

of Tonga, and I’m the second 

youngest of a large family.

I have four sisters and two 

brothers and we’ve had a lot of 

fun together. One of my favourite 

things to do while growing up was 

to play netball.

In 2004, I moved to New Zealand, 

where I met my husband. I lived 

in Auckland for six years before 

moving to Whangarei for a 

quieter lifestyle. I love spending 

my weekends with my family and 

looking after my home.

I started working at Jane Mander 

in 2017, and I take pride in my work 

and enjoy what I do. 

The staff and residents are nice 

and like to chat. I have plenty 

of opportunities to improve 

my English. Most of all I feel 

appreciated here at Jane Mander; 

it is such a great place.

Introducing 
Maaimoa

I take pride in my work 

and enjoy what I do.

Staff  profile

We are so fortunate in our special care centre 

to have these furry friends visit. Sonia, the proud 

owner of Cassie and Loki, visits often and the joy 

the animals bring to the residents is priceless. 

They evoke many memories.

Pictured: Cassie and Loki were the focus of 

attention for our wonderful care centre residents.

The care centre was filled with stars and film 

characters for a Movie Appreciation Month event. 

Some of our staff dressed as stars of the big 

screen. Dolly Parton and Marilyn Monroe were 

just two of those that came out to show off to 

our residents.  

Pictured: Residents helped honour the movie stars 

with golden globes.

Pet therapy Movie madness

News from our 
care centre residents
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The Parrot Place

Our independent residents had a wonderful trip 

to Kerikeri, one hour north of Whangarei, to visit 

The Parrot Place.

Referred to as being in the winterless north 

Kerikeri is well known for growing citrus fruit 

and vegetables. 

Residents enjoyed a picnic lunch in the gorgeous 

tropical garden setting.

We had blue skies and sunshine as we wandered 

through the aviary. Residents loved the many 

different varieties of exotic birds from the cheeky 

back chatting parrots to the colourful macaws. 

Pictured: Residents Jean Bruerton, 

Jill Cunningham and Betty Page (inset) were 

able to purchase food and feed many of the 

colourful birds.

Village newsVillage newsVillage news

262 Fairway Drive, Whangarei  

janemander.co.nz

Wendy Turner
Village Manager
Ph: 09 435 3850

Call Wendy for general 

enquiries or for information 

about resthome, hospital and 

dementia care.

Fiona Scotland
Sales Advisor
Ph: 09 435 3803

Talk to Fiona for information 

about independent 

apartments, townhouses 

or serviced apartments.
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